Claude Victor Hellen 1897 — 1916

15.10.1916 Killed France

Plot: VII. J. 10.

Bancourt British Cemetery, Nord-Pas-de-
Calais

Age: 19

Bancourt
Departement du Pas-de-Calais
Nord-Pas-de-Calais France

Bancourt is a village which lies approximately
4 km due east of Bapaume on the north side
of the D7, Bapaume to Bertincourt road.
Bancourt British Cemetery is situated east of
Bancourt village, 300 metres off the D7 on the
north side. The CWGC direction signs on the
D7 indicate the best approach to the
cemetery.

Bancourt was occupied by Commonwealth
forces in March 1917. It was lost a year later
during the German offensive in the spring of
1918, but recaptured by the New Zealand
Division (in particular, the 2nd Auckland
Battalion) on 30 August 1918. The cemetery
was begun by the New Zealand Division in
September 1918; the original cemetery is now
Plot I, Rows A and B. The remainder of the
cemetery was made after the Armistice when
graves were brought in from the battlefields
east and south of Bancourt and from certain
Allied and German cemeteries. The great
majority of these graves dated from the
winter of 1916-1917, the retreat of March
1918, or the advance of August-September
1918.

Bancourt British Cemetery now contains 2,480
burials and commemorations of the First World
War. 1,462 of the burials are unidentified but
there are special memorials to 43 casualties
known or believed to be buried among them,
and to one soldier buried in Bapaume
Reservoir German Cemetery, whose grave
could not be found on concentration. The
cemetery was designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens.
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Parents &
Siblings at Home

Born

Locations Marriage / Other

Jobs / Rank

01.04.1897 Copford Albert & Dorcas

1911 2 brothers
3 sisters

Siblings

2Q1897 Claude Victor
1901 Heate

1904 Gladys

1906 Lily

1909 John

1910 George

1901 family where? |4Q1894 Albert &
Dorcas reg.
1911 Heathcote, Colchester

Birch

1916+ 1 Newbridge
Road, Tiptree

1950 mother died:
Dorcas of Sunray,
Grove Road,
Tiptree. Admin to
Douglas John
Hellen, grocer

1891 father Butcher

1911 father dealer on
own account

1911 scholar
1916 Private 14695

Essex Regiment 11%"
Battalion
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