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03.07.1916 missing presumed dead. The 

action in the Ovillers area was very heavy on 3rd 

July. 
 

Reburied VII. K. 9. 

Ovillers Military Cemetery 
 

Age:27 
 

As a younger child, his immediate relatives may 

have scattered or died before the War Memorial 

was completed in Tiptree resulting in his name is 

not being listed. 

 
James and Sarah 

 

 
Ernest’s brother Stanley David also served and 

was gassed. 

 
The war diary for the regiment mentions that a Pte E Smith was 

awarded the Military Medal during the month of July. It is uncertain 

whether it was Ernest John, it doesn’t show up on his medal card, but 

the military medal roll is held separately at Kew.  
 

Born Parents & 

Siblings at Home 

Locations Marriage / Other Jobs / Rank 

2nd Q 1889 Inworth 

 

Siblings 

09.11.1973 George 

1975 Ellen 

03.11.1878 Agnes 

28.11.1880 Harriet A 

1884 Lilly  

2Q1889 Ernest John 

05.05.1892 Stanley 

David 

03.11.1897 Lillie 

1905 Ivy Violet (niece) 

James & Sarah nee 

Cottee  

 

1891 1 brother & 3 

sisters 

 

1901 1 brother 

 

1911 1 niece (7 of 8 

children alive) 

1891 The Endway 

(West End Road) 

 

1901 Tiptree Hale / 

Hall Lane 

 

1911 parents 

Barfields Row  
 

1911 India (Ernest 

born Chelmsford, 

mistake or another 

person?) 1st Essex 
 

1911 George, Anchor 

Row 

Descendant from 

James Smith’s sister 

Elizabeth died 2006 

in Green Lane. 
 

By 1911 1 child died 

Lilly? 

1925 Agnes died 

1928 father died 

1933 mother died 

1954 Lillie died 

1959 George died 

Maldon 

1962 Stanley died 

Birmingham 

1970 Harriet died 

1891 father horseman 

George stockman 
 

1901 father agricultural 

labourer 
 

1911 father farm labourer 

George Platelayer GER 
 

1915 Ernest served in the 

Balkans (medal record and 

war diary) 1st Essex 

Regiment. Regiments in 

India were transferred to 

the Balkans. 
 

1916 Private 9431 Essex 

Regiment 9th Battalion 
 

 


